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Background

EU grassland habitats
left less than 1% of
state area

Creation of EU 
habitats by working
with potentially
valuable grasslands

HOW
many

BIOLOGICALLY VALUABLE

GRASSLANDS ARE IN LATVIA?

~ 0,9%
or 60 000 ha

of territory of LV

Area of agricultural land = ~ 1 969 000 ha 

The most endangered 

group of habitats that 

is rapidly 

disappearing

68% arable land 32% grasslands

3,2% EU grassland 

                habitats

The Central Statistical Bureau, 2021

Nature Census, 2021



Designing the pilot-scheme

LIFE-IP LatViaNature (2021 - 2028)

Survey for grassland owners (n=442)

Scheme designed together with 
diverse partners

Collected information regarding 
different grassland conservation 
programmes in Europe (e.g., Ireland, 
UK, Romania, Slovenia, Germany, 
Estonia, Lithuania)

Testing new approaches in 
cooperation with farmers



Development

At least 40 contracts and 675 ha

Statutes for applicants: including 
three objectives of the 
programme

Applicants: perennial, potentially 
diverse grasslands outside
Natura 2000 

Aim: to develop a programme for 
later use in national level

Nature conservation

Social aspectsAdministration & 
financing

Pilot -
programme

«Blooming Meadows»



Starting the pilot-scheme

Call for participants: on October 2022

Prepared detailed and public 
statutes for applicants

Huge interest: 4x more (2496 ha 
applied, 675 ha contracted)

Pre-inspection of grasslands

Basic criteria for selection: region, 
size of the grassland, conectivity, 
management (meadows & 
pastures)

Team:  1 workload grassland expert 
(consulting & cartography) and 
1 workload administrator (legal and 
finansial assistance)

Results announced on December 
2022



Grasslands and participants

70 contracts (4 years)

675 ha of grasslands

Smallest grassland: 0,6 ha;  
largest: 30 ha

Meadows and pastures

Different botanical and 
structural quality

50/50 result based approach 
and combined approach



Result based approach

No compulsory management
activities

Consultations available

Payment depends on result

Minimum (compulsory) 
management measures in 
accordance with the grassland 
management plan

If plan is fulfilled, certain payment 
part is guaranteed

Level 1. level 2. level 3. level 4. level 5. level

Points 1-20 21-40 41-60 61-80 81-100

Rate (euro/ha) 87 115 150 179 203

Combined approach



Grassland management plans



Informing



Training



Monitoring

Carried out by farmer and expert

Structures and species
monitored

Structures & species count give
50 /50 to the final points

Monitoring field - maximum 5 ha

Transect with 10 points for plant 
counting un R=2m

Monitoring designed and carried 
out together with University of 
Latvia



Monitoring

Structures monitored:

1. Coverage of trees and schrubs;

2. Litter (lack of litter, normal, much);

3. The surface of grassland (dug-up 
ground by moles, wild- boar, 
previous ploughing, tussocks;

4. Expansive moss species;

5. Aggressive native species & 
invasive species;

6. Overall meadow structure (stands, 
colours, etc);

7. Overall pasture structure (% of 
overgrazed area, normal grazing 
intensity, not enough grazed);

8. Other effects (e.g., erosion, wild 
animal feeding places, etc.) 



Monitoring

Species count in each of 10 points of 
transect (present/not present)

 List of 50 taxa (16 genus, 34 species)

Grouped by colour of flowers: white, 
green, yellow, pink and purple/blue 

Selected nicely blooming species, easy to 
distinguish;

Genus (Galium, Platanthera, Fragaria, 
Hypericum, Trifolium with yellow flowers, 
Lathyrus/Lotus, Melampyrum, 
Hieracium/Pilosella, Thalicthrum, 
Rhinanthus, Geum, Centaurea, Geranium, 
Thymus, Campanula, Polygala)

Species covering whole range of 
moisture conditions (10 wet, 10 dry, 30 
moist species)



Mobile application

Under development

Testing in field (by experts and 
farmers)

ArcGis based (FieldMaps and 
Survey123)



Whatsapp chat



FAQ: How to deal with expansive/invasive species?



Blooming Meadows scores 2023

3.level1.level



Structure/species Average Min Max

Trees/bushes 6 -10 10

Litter -1 -15 5

Surface -3 -15 0

Ekspansive moss 
species

0 -10 0

Invasive/expansive 
species

-8 -20 20

Overall structure -4 -15 15

Other effects 0 -5 0

Species 28 1,5 79,5 (50)

Blooming Meadows 

scores 2023



3.

1.

2.

Top 6 of The Blooming Meadows species list



First lessons learned

Data quality (field visits 
before including in scheme is 
mandatory)

Capacity of communication
and administration (the same 
amount of work for 30 ha and 
for 0,6 ha)

Reasonable monitoring 
planning - short season, lack 
of experts 

Farmers knowledge regarding 
biodiversity conservation, e.g. 
very diverse quality of reports



Importance of individual 
approach: consultations, 
Whatsapp group

Challenging weather conditions in 
2023 season (drought, frosts, lack 
of grass biomass) – we must be 
ready for that in future

Administrative/legal aspects 
(taxes)

Only 2 participants terminated the 
contract in 2023 (two more «lost»)

Winter – time for analysing the 
differences between experts and 
farmers results

Social aspects very important –
challenging for national level

First lessons learned



latvianature.lv
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Thank you!

Maija Medne, maija.medne@daba.gov.lv•

Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia
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