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&)bjectives of the scheme

e Conservation of natural and semi-natural
meadows and pastures;

e Stimulate larger diversity of plans, typical for
natural grassland ecosystem;

Primary objectiveis to maintain alreadyvaluable grassland.
Secondary — if possible, improve its habitat status.

RBPS is targeted to flowering plants, however it provides benefit
for conservation of whole grassland biodiversity




Overview of the pilot areas

5

29 contracts were signed with farmers covering ®
243,71 ha of grasslands

Some of the most common species
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\Major requirements of the RBPS

Restrictions

* Ploughing;

* Drainage;

* Liming and fertilization (not applicable for cattle
manure if it is grazing in the field);

e Seeding cultivated grassland mixes.

What is possible?
Farmer himself/herself takes decision what kind of
farming activity to take.

Other requirements

* Farmer needs to apply management dealing with
grass biomass;

* Fill special activity journal;

e Participatein the events organized by the pilot.




Payment level

Farming approach Basic payment Second level Thirds level

(minimum score) Status-very good Status— Excelent

Status— OK

Farming with grazing 125 Eur 141 Eur 158 Eur
cattle

Farming without cattle EEERA; 105 Eur 118 Eur

Farmers may also apply for CAP payments (direct payments, LFA,
Natura 2000 payment) exept agri-environmental measures to avoid
duplication




onitoring methodology

Sampling point formula
e Uptolha=-5 points Sampling point observation area
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e 1ha-7points

e 2 ha— 743 points

3 ha-7+3+2 points
* 4 ha—7+3+2 points
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\ Implementation experience and lessons learned

Ploto dalyvaujan¢io bandomojoje priemonéje

I * Primary selection of grasslands
* Administrational work load: automation
need?

e Setting the transect
 The question of shredding

Ploto identifikacinis nr.: p13
RN % Ploto dydis: 4,96 ha
Sutartiniai zenklai
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Setting the base score for paymentlevels

During the monitoring much smaller diversity was found in the fields
compared to the baseline inventory results;

General scoring is highly impacted by the negative indicatorspecies
(some of them being very common);

Eventually final scoring was calculated by eliminatingtop 5 negative
species from scoring system;

General challenge remain — principal of setting the levels of payments
based on scoring

* Havingfixed score levels defined before implementation

* Havingfixed score levels defined after monitoring results

* Havingflexible score levels defined after monitoring results
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Indicator species list

Farmer vs. expert data

Changes in the grasslands

Interaction with farmers and their experience
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Recommendations

* Keep it simple!

* Automatized as many processes
as you can;

* [nvolve the farmer-stay
connected with him;




Thank you!
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